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16 December 1867

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church, Elder Broek was chosen chairman.
One action taken was that First Church would take an obligation of $1,000 for Third Church and
Third Church would be responsible for $2,000.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, p. 301.

Page 301
Consistory Meeting of December 16, 1867
Present: Keppel, Wakker, Broek, Kamper, Geerlings, Beeuwkes.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Broek.
ARTICLE 2— Broek was chosen as chairman.
Hinke Postma, nee Bergsma, entered the meeting, desiring to make profession of faith in
order to be admitted to the Lord's table. Her statement of membership from the
Secessionist Church of the Netherlands had been placed in a trunk which, on the way to
the U.S., had been lost.
The consistory judged that in this case profession of faith is not suitable, because she has
already given evidence concerning the lost testimonial. Moreover, she has lived here
long enough among us to acknowledge her as a sister. It was decided to acknowledge the
missing testimonial and also that of her husband.
ARTICLE 3 — Janke Postma entered the meeting, requesting admission to the table of the
Lord. After a good profession of faith, she was accepted by unanimous vote.
ARTICLE 4— The newly elected elders and deacons were present, namely, Jan Abraham
Pijster and Jacobus Schrader, as elders; Hennanus Vaupel, Lucas Sprietsma, Jan ter Vree,
and Gerrit Jan Vaarwerk, as deacons. All declared that they are willing to accept their
assignments.
ARTICLE 5 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 6 — Brother Keppel reports that he has made an agreement concerning the
Third Church, in reference to the unassigned debts. Our congregation (First Church) will
take on an obligation of $1,000.00 and they will be responsible for $2,000.00.
The consistory decided that this matter should be discussed in a mutual fashion at a
meeting, which has been set for Monday, December 23, at 2 P.M., at the usual meeting
place. Brother Keppel was requested to inform the brothers of the Third Church
consistory.
The meeting was closed by Brother Pijster.
G. Wakker, clerk

